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Holy Hour for Peace in Korea and for Nuclear Disarmament 
Benedictines for Peace, Erie, PA 
www.eriebenedictines.org/bfp 

September 14, 2017 
 
 
Preparation (if praying with a group): 
—On a table at entrance to room where you are gathered: 

• Place statements on the situation from different organizations that can be used for 
reflection and taken home as resources. 

• Place a Scripture, a large candle and large tray or bowl of sand where lit tapers will be 
placed.  

—Each participant receives an unlit candle. 
—Identify three candle-lighters and supply each with a taper. Identify readers for statements 
and intentions.  
 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: We gather to pray for peace in Korea, for the people of Korea, for our Benedictine 
leaders gathered there and for a world free of nuclear weapons.   
 
Seek Peace and Pursue It (Chant twice, see below for notation.) 
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Canticle: Isaiah 2:2-5  
Choir 1 In days to come 

 the dwelling of the God of Life 
 shall be upon the highest mountain, 
 exalted above the hills. 

 
Choir 2 All nations shall stream toward it; 
 many people shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us climb the holy mountain 
 To the dwelling of the Eternal One. 
 
Choir 1 that we may be taught holy ways 
 and learn to walk in these paths. 
 Instruction shall flow from Zion, 
 The word of the Holy One from Jerusalem.” 
 
Choir 2 God shall be the judge of the nations 
 and impose terms on all the people. 

http://www.eriebenedictines.org/bfp
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 They shall turn their swords into plowshares 
 And their spears into pruning tools. 
 
All One nation shall not raise arms against another; 
 Training for war will be no more. 
 God alone is the source of peace. 
 Let us walk in the holy presence.  
© That God May be Glorified; 1998 Benedictine Sisters of Erie, Inc., 6101 East Lake Road, Erie, PA 16511. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission  

 
Statement:  
We share the deep concern of the global community over the crisis between North Korea and 
the United States. Tensions have intensified… We believe this crisis can be solved and that the 
threat or use of military force is absolutely not an option, as it will lead inevitably to further 
provocations and potentially to catastrophic destruction. Instead, the international community 
should tap into its deep experience and employ its most creative diplomats to identify and 
carefully choose alternatives to rebuild trust and return the parties to the negotiation table.  
– statement by Pax Christi International 
 
Candle lighter: approach the candle, light the taper and place it in bowl of sand near the 
candle. 
 
Intention: (read aloud by reader as candle lighter approaches the candle and lights the taper)  
We pray that all efforts for peace, dialogue and reconciliation be strengthened and that all 
people involved in the situation have the courage and strength to use their creativity, gifts and 
experience to further peace.   
  
Silence 
 
7:20 p.m. 
 
Seek Peace and Pursue It   
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Scripture: (read together) 
As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it. —Luke 19:41 
 
Statement:   
We join with the Abolition 2000 members and affiliated networks, representing peace and 
disarmament organizations from around the world, calling on the United States and North 
Korea to step back from the brink of war in North East Asia, and instead adopt a diplomatic 
approach to prevent war. 
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In supporting diplomacy rather than war, we:  

• Oppose any pre-emptive use of force by any of the parties, which would be counter-
productive and likely lead to nuclear war; 

• Call on all parties to refrain from militaristic rhetoric and provocative military exercises; 

• Encourage China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea and the United States to 
consider the phased and comprehensive approach for a North-East Asian Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone…. 

• Encourage China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea and the United States to also 
consider options and modalities for turning the 1953 Armistice Agreement into a formal 
end to the 1950-1953 Korean War; 

• Welcome the call of the UN Secretary-General for a resumption of Six-Party talks and his 
offer to assist in negotiations; 

• Welcome also the offer of the European Union to assist in diplomatic negotiations, as 
they did successfully in the negotiations on Iran’s nuclear program; 

• Call on the United Nations Security Council to prioritize a diplomatic solution to the 
conflict. 

 
Candle lighter: approach the candle, light the taper and place it in bowl of sand near the 
candle. 
 
Intention: (read aloud by reader as candle lighter approaches the candle and lights the taper)  
We pray that all efforts for peace, dialogue and reconciliation be strengthened and that we do 
all we can to support nonviolent efforts for peace, dialogue and disarmament.    
 
Silence 
 
7:40 p.m. 
 
Seek Peace and Pursue It   
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
A Psalm of Peace from The Rule of Benedict 
Choir 1 Listen with the ear of your heart. 
 This is advice from one who loves you, 
 welcome it and faithfully put it into practice. 
 If today you hear God’s voice, 
 do not harden your hearts. 
 
Choir 2 Your way of acting should be different  
 from the world’s way. 
 The love of Christ must come before all else. 
 Be the first to show respect for the other.  
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 Keep your tongue from evil  
 and your lips from speaking deceit,  
 turn away from evil and do good, 
 seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Choir 1 Pray for your enemies out of love for Christ. 
 If you have a dispute with someone,  
 make peace with them.   
 Do not let the sun go down on your anger.  
 
Choir 2 Do not return evil for evil,  
 do no injury,  
 even patiently to bear the injury done to you  
 Love your enemies.  
 Bear persecution for justice sake.  
 
All  Never lose hope in God’s mercy.  
 Never lose hope in God’s mercy. 
 
Statement:   
“Peaceful coexistence between individuals and among peoples cannot be based on the logic of 
fear, violence and closed-mindedness, but on responsibility, respect and sincere dialogue. 
Hence, I plead for disarmament and for the prohibition and abolition of nuclear weapons.”  
—Pope Francis, World Day of Peace Message, 2017 
 
Candle lighter: approach the candle, light the taper and place it in bowl of sand near the 
candle. 
 
Intention: (read aloud by reader as candle lighter approaches the candle and lights the taper) 
We pray that all efforts for peace, dialogue and reconciliation be strengthened and that we do 
all we can to support nonviolent efforts for peace, dialogue and disarmament.    
 
7:50 p.m. 
 
Seek Peace and Pursue It  
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
Seek peace and pursue it, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Scripture: (read together) 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. —Luke 1:78-79 
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Statement:  Pope Francis’s message to an interfaith gathering of religious leaders from South 
Korea, in early September, is a message for us all: “We are called to be heralds of peace, 
proclaiming and embodying a nonviolent style, a style of peace, with words clearly different 
from the narrative of fear, and with gestures opposed to the rhetoric of hatred.”  
 
Leader: I invite you to bring your taper forward, light it from the large candle and leave it on the 
table as an expression and hope of our own commitment to be heralds of peace, recommitting 
to nonviolence and nuclear disarmament.  
 
Leader: I invite you to bring your taper forward, light it from the large candle and leave it on the 
table. (Instrumental music as all approach with candles. Those unable to come forward are 
offered help.) 
 
Closing Prayer:  
World Peace Prayer (recited, or use a sung version) 
 Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
 From despair to hope, from fear to trust,  
 lead us from hatred to love, from war to peace;  
 let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe. 
 
 

 
 


