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May we be in this world a ray of that light which shone forth from Bethlehem,  
bringing joy and peace to the hearts of all men and women.        

Pope Francis

Dear Friend,

Tiny…Poor...Vulnerable. All words that could describe the baby Jesus who was the greatest gift to all 
humankind. What does it mean for all of us this Christmas?

For 163 years this Benedictine community has remained faithful to the message of Jesus, working 
to bring joy and peace to those around them. Those first sisters followed “that light which shone 
forth from Bethlehem,” traveling to Erie to answer the call to educate the children of poor German 
immigrants. Sisters, oblates, and staff continue on that journey to bring light, joy and hope to those 
in need, especially women and children. To this day we minster in the same neighborhood where 
those intrepid young sisters arrived so many years ago.

Presently we have 92 women in our community, ages of 26 to 102! However the average age of our 
sisters is 76. This presents many challenges. While we continue to evaluate and run our ministries, 
we turn more and more to you our oblates, lay staff, volunteers, family, and friends for help. We 
know that it’s you, our extended Benedictine family, who will help make the difference in what this 
community will look like in the future. 

We are filled with joy and gratitude to have women joining us to discern a life as a vowed sister. 
Presently we have seven in monastic formation, including three postulants who joined us this 
year. Their search for meaning, their longing for a community of seekers like themselves, and their 
commitment to a life of prayer and ministry among the people of God led them to respond to the 
Spirit to be with us. Their journey continues and evolves, much as our own. 

While we have great hope for the future we also have to care for our senior sisters who came before 
us and served the Erie area for so many years. They ask for little and many never ‘retire.” These sisters 
have a special ministry of their own, in responding to letters and emails of people requesting prayers. 
Others continue to minister to the hundreds of visitors who come through our doors every year, 
welcoming all as Christ.  

Would you consider remembering those sisters who began this good work in all of us – through a 
financial gift to support them and the monastery?



You will also help us to maintain our home and grounds that are more and more important to the 
many visitors seeking a prayerful atmosphere surrounded by the beauty of God’s creation.  We are 
blessed to have this small corner of the universe to care for in a way that speaks to conservation 
and respect for the earth, so important in these times of environmental exploitation. Like the 
pilgrims of the past, Mount St. Benedict Monastery is a “ray of light,” an oasis, for the many 
travelers who have a great hunger and thirst for spirituality. 

Your Christmas gift will directly support our sisters, our monastery, and the long-term financial 
stability of this community….it is a gift to the future! 

Simply click here and make a gift on our secure website or print a PDF donation form and send it 
to us via regular mail: Benedictine Sisters of Erie, 6101 E. Lake Rd., Erie, PA 16511. You could also 
avoid crowded stores and give someone dear to you an alternative Christmas gift that will touch 
the lives of many. A card will be sent to the recipient informing them of your gift. The amount will 
not be mentioned.

Together, we can be “in this world a ray of that light which shone forth from Bethlehem, bringing 
joy and peace to the hearts of all men and women.” 

The sisters strive to be the light to others. WILL YOU JOIN US ON THIS JOURNEY?

On behalf of the sisters, wishing you and your family a Christmas and New Year filled with hope 
and kind words,

Sister Anne Wambach, OSB, Prioress 
and the Benedictine Sisters of Erie

P.S. If you would like to learn more about our hopes and dreams for the future and how you can 
help, call Jo Clarke at 814-899-0614, ext. 2281; or email her at joclarke@mtstbenedict.org, and she 
will send you a copy of our Heritage that Empowers Case Statement. 
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WILL YOU JOIN US ON THIS JOURNEY?

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=bsoe&id=25
https://www.eriebenedictines.org/sites/default/files/pdf_files/2019_Christmas_Remit_Form.pdf
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