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Station 1 Jesus is betrayed 
Religious institutions deny women their full humanity 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
Late in the evening, after the Passover meal, we all went with Jesus to pray in the garden. We 
didn’t know what would happen–it was hard to understand all that Jesus was saying–but I 
wanted him to know that we believed in his message, and would follow him wherever he led. 
But it was a horrible shock when Judas came, with all those furious people with their clubs and 
swords and torches, and he turned our teacher over to them. 
 
I knew Judas. All of us who followed Jesus knew him, but I really knew him. We were from the 
same village, and we spent a lot of time together in those early days, talking about Jesus’ 
message and what it would mean for our futures. We were like brother and sister. And I knew 
that he loved Jesus! I never could have imagined that he would betray him, and I still can’t 
really understand why he did–for a little bit more power, for a few coins? Because some part of 
him was afraid of Jesus? How can someone who believes so sincerely in Christ’s teachings act in 
a way that is so contrary to them? 
 
I’ll be asking these questions forever, I suppose. And I’ll always be haunted by the sight of 
Judas, my friend, standing and watching–and smiling–as the angry mob led Jesus away to be 
tortured and killed. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
I know how it feels to watch as the people you care about betray Jesus and his message of love. 
When I was growing up, I read that I was made in God’s image, that all men and women are; I 
was told that, like everyone else, God gave me sacred human dignity and unique gifts; and I 
learned to venerate holy women and men from history.  
 
But it became harder and harder to believe that this was really true because, at the same time, 
I was also being taught to only refer to God as “He,” as “Father,” as “King,” to never use any 
words or images connected to any of my own experiences. The Holy One had something 
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important in common with my brother, with my father–not with me. And because I learned this 
way that women were less holy, I accepted it when I saw violence against women–in the parish 
and in religious homes–being glossed over, or laughed off. And when my friends got married 
and had families, as we had been encouraged to do, it made a certain sense that when they had 
a baby, they had to leave their jobs in parochial schools, in lay ministry, and in diocesan 
administration–because out of the 176 Catholic dioceses in the US, only 63 offer maternity 
leave. 
 
But if we believe women and men are truly made in God’s image, if we teach that women and 
men both have human dignity, if we love and follow Jesus, who always treated women gently, 
respectfully, how can we let his Gospel be betrayed this way? 
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 2  
As you have shown the way, let us love, let us love, 
as you have shown the way, let us love; 
as you have shown the way, so teach us every day 
to simply be the way of your love.  
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Station 2 Jesus condemned to death 
Educational system fails girls 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
I was in the crowd at the festival that morning, waiting to hear who Pilate would set free: Jesus, 
or Barabas, the murderer. Pilate asked us who we wanted, who we thought he should have 
mercy on. I was so sure that it would be Jesus. It seemed obvious—people just had to see how 
much potential he had, how much good he could do, how wonderful it would be for all of us if 
he could just continue his ministry.  
 
But everyone yelled, “Barabas! Give us Barabas!”  
 
Even Pilate was shocked. He said, “Why? What evil has Jesus done?”  
 
But the crowd just chanted, “Give us Barabas!” 
 
Pilate said, “Then what should I do with Jesus?” and everyone began to yell, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” 
 
I have never felt such strong hatred in the air as I felt in that crowd, and all of it was directed at 
Jesus, who stood there so stoically. Jesus, who could work such wonders, feeding the hungry 
and healing the sick. Jesus, who seemed to have all the gifts we needed to usher in the reign of 
God. Jesus, who had done nothing wrong. Jesus, whose future had seemed so bright just a 
week ago, now stood calmly before the crowd as it became clear that his life would end that 
day. I left the crowd and went home–I could not bear to see how this would end. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
Little schoolgirls around the world today face this same kind of condemnation, day after day. In 
March of this year, the Taliban once again closed schools for girls older than sixth grade, making 
it impossible for them to study and ask questions, to challenge themselves, to prepare for 
careers and independent lives. Young women and girls like Malala Yousafzai have stood up and 



Benedictines for Peace and Benedictine Sisters of Erie 
42nd Annual Good Friday Pilgrimage for Peace 

Stations of the Cross with Women Who Walked with Jesus 
Friday, April 15, 2022, 11:00 am 

 

4 
 

Benedictine Sisters of Erie | 6101 East Lake Rd | Erie, PA 16511 | eriebenedictines.org 

challenged this brutal regime over the years, proving to the world that girls want to learn and 
are willing to sacrifice for the sake of a better future for themselves and for their communities. 
But for now, they, like so many other girls and young women, watch as their school years slip 
away. 
Every morning I send my daughters to school here in the US, where unlike girls in Afghanistan, 
they have a recognized legal right to an education. Unlike girls in Ghana, my daughters have 
access to sanitary products, so they won’t have to miss days of school each month when they 
menstruate. Unlike girls in poverty in India, they won’t have to quit school to get married for 
the sake of our family’s financial stability. Thank God that they can go to school, can strengthen 
their gifts, can plan for the future. But I still worry for them every time they walk into their 
classrooms. I worry they’re learning that, as girls, some jobs, like scientists or engineers, are not 
for them. Studies show that at the beginning of kindergarten, boys and girls test the same in 
mathematic ability, but that by second grade, boys are scoring much better on math tests, and 
are perceived as more scientifically gifted even at the earliest grades. I worry that they will 
become part of the 20% of American high school girls who are sexually assaulted by a classmate 
or teacher. And I worry about how they’re learning to think about themselves–whether they’re 
being encouraged to pursue their education, to share their gifts with the whole community, or 
whether they’re being taught to be quiet and think small. 
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION:  
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 

 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 3 
Where ever you are found, may we be, may we be, 
Wherever you are found, may we be; 
Wherever you are found in souls and bodies bound, 
Where suffering is found, may we be, may we be, 
Where suffering is found, may we be.  
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Station 3 Jesus meets his Mother 
Sex industry objectifies women 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
In the midst of the crowds of people watching Jesus carry his cross to Calvary, there she was: 
Mary, his mother. She was witnessing the unimaginable, but she was unwilling to look away, 
unwilling to let Jesus face this horrible moment without her being present.   
 
I don’t know where she got the strength, but I watched how she stayed close to him, so that he 
would still be able to feel her presence, her love, her unwavering belief in him. And maybe it 
made a difference, maybe it offered him a little bit of comfort. I saw how he looked over to her, 
just for a few seconds at a time, over and over again. He knew that his Mother was there.  
 
She saw him for who he really was, and he saw her for who she was, too: a woman who 
believed in her dream of the coming reign of God, a woman who taught that God creates 
beauty out of suffering, a person who was holy and wise and brave. And knowing that she was 
there, Jesus continued on with courage. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
If Jesus were here walking with us today, he’d see the humanity in each one of us. But for many 
women today, that isn’t reality: we’re seen as sexual objects, not people with agency, and 
dreams, and important relationships. 
  
The sex industry–from the pornography business to human trafficking–makes its money 
basically by selling people as goods.  
 
It promotes the idea that the human body is a plaything, an object for another’s pleasure. It 
normalizes sexual violence, and even sexualizes, violence against women. It degrades and 
dehumanizes women and men. 
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Our sisters who are caught up in the industry, “sex workers,” rarely tell their story. They aren’t 
asked. When they do share, their story almost always begins with the violence and sexual abuse 
they suffered as children. They are marginalized and hidden in society. Instead of the healing, 
compassion and care they so desperately need from others, from us, they are controlled by 
abusive partners who promise to take care of them, or are “owned,” and rented out as 
property for profit.    
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 4 
As instruments of peace, may we grow, may we grow, 
As instruments of peace, may we grow; 
As instruments of peace to bring the bound release, 
And make oppression cease, help us grow, help us grow, 
To make oppression cease, help us grow.  
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4th Station Jesus carries the cross 
Financial policies burden women 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
I wish you could have seen how Jesus used to walk through the crowds, through the hills and 
valleys where he taught. He had such a gracefulness to him, such a gentle presence, and 
although he was always looking around, taking everything in, he moved with more freedom 
than anyone else I have ever seen. 
 
But it was hard to see any trace of that gracefulness on that Friday, as Jesus dragged the 
crossbeam that he would die on through the city streets. He was weakened by a night spent in 
prayer, a morning spent first in courtrooms and then being mocked, flogged, and crowned with 
thorns. Covered in blood, exhausted, and surrounded by a crowd of people who hated him, he 
had to carry this enormous piece of wood, weighing over one hundred pounds. He could just 
barely shuffle along through the dusty roads. It was awful to watch him struggle with this heavy 
burden, placed on him so unfairly. Still, he put one foot in front of the other, lugging his cross 
with him toward the place where he would ultimately be put to death. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
When I watch my sister struggle to make payments on her debts, as the interest accumulates 
more and more, I think of how Jesus struggled under the weight of his cross. He knows how she 
feels, how hard she works. She took out student loans so that she could make something of 
herself, be trained to use her talents, start a family someday, and be able to provide for them.  
 
But she became part of a larger, sadder pattern: Two thirds of the student loan debt in this 
country is held by women, with Black women holding student loans at even higher rates. A 
2017 study found that the parents of boys saved more money and were willing to spend more 
on their kids’ college education than parents of girls. That’s just how it was in our family–our 
parents didn’t have much money, but they thought our brothers’ education was more 
important to invest in We were on our own when it came to school. I am so proud that she 
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earned her degree anyway, but she had to take out predatory loans in order to do it, with high 
interest. 
 
My sister earns 83¢ for every dollar her White male coworkers make. On average, women of 
color make even less, making it more difficult to get out of debt.  And so as the years go by, that 
adds up… to a life where she is not able to do some of the little things that make life more fun 
or easy. She fears unexpected emergency costs. She can’t afford to send her own children to 
college. She has had to stay at jobs where she was treated poorly, overworked or harassed, 
because she simply needed the money to pay for rent and groceries. My independent, free-
spirited sister carries these heavy, heavy burdens with her every day. 
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 5 
O let us hear your call to be love, to be love, 
O let us hear your call to be love; 
O let us hear your call, Great Servant of us all, 
To be the least of all, as your love, as your love, 
To be the least of all, as your love. 
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Station 5 Jesus weeps for the women of Jerusalem 
War targets women and children 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
We could not tear ourselves away from Jesus as he walked along toward Calvary. It was so 
painful even to watch him, but even more painful to think of being away from him. None of us 
could stop ourselves from crying, from screaming at the sight of our beloved teacher, our 
friend, in so much pain. Who could have imagined that his life would come to this? 
 
Then Jesus looked at us, clinging on to each other for support, and out of the depths of his own 
suffering, he tried to comfort us. He said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but for 
yourselves and your own children.”  
 
A strange thing to say. A chilling thing to say. But he was right. We did need to weep for 
ourselves: we had so many difficult days ahead, we had so much sorrow ahead of us that we 
would not be able to protect our children from. I don’t know how he found it in himself to have 
compassion for us when he himself was in so much pain, but he looked at us and loved us. And I 
remembered that love later, when things were even more difficult. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
Jesus’ compassion still reaches out to women and children weeping around the world, women 
and children whose homes, countries, and lives have been destroyed by war. Whenever there is 
a war, women and children suffer disproportionately–they are vulnerable to all kinds of attacks 
and violence, they often lose the protection and support of partners or fathers, and in many 
cases, they have to spend the rest of their lives caring for wounded members of their families 
and social circles.  
 
In the early days of the war in Ukraine, the world watched in horror as the Russian military 
bombed a maternity hospital, which wounded 17 people and killed a pregnant mother and her 
unborn baby. Now, we hear reports daily about sexual violence that women in Ukraine are 
enduring: An 83 year old woman reported that a Russian soldier who was occupying her village 
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raped her in her own home; in the city of Bucha, 25 women and girls, some as young as 
fourteen, were kept in a basement and tortured by Russian forces, and nine of them are now 
pregnant; in a town outside Kyiv, a woman was raped by Chechen fighters who killed her 
husband. Even the Ukrainian soldiers who fought them off had no mercy for her, demanding 
that she give them her husband’s possessions. These atrocities and thousands like them exist in 
every warzone, in every country torn apart by warfare. We weep for them, and the crucified 
Christ weeps for them too. 
 
We remember, too, that women hold an important role in making and keeping peace. Research 
from conflicts around the world has shown that when women participate in peace processes, 
the resulting agreement is more durable and better implemented. Women’s voices and ideas 
are powerful, crucial for building strong societies.  
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 2  
As you have shown the way, let us love, let us love, 
as you have shown the way, let us love; 
as you have shown the way, so teach us every day 
to simply be the way of your love.  
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Station 6 Jesus falls three times 
Sexism, racism and poverty converge 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
I watched as Jesus kept falling on the way to Calvary. Sometimes he tripped, sometimes he was 
pushed down by onlookers, and sometimes he fell simply because his strength gave out and his 
legs couldn’t hold him. Each time, I thought that this would be the end for him, that he would 
die there on the road, crushed by the cross and by the rage of the crowd. I wanted to help, but I 
didn’t know how–there were just so many different forces keeping him down, keeping him 
exhausted and in pain.  
 
Time after time, he managed to get back up. He kept moving, kept carrying the weight of the 
cross that had been placed on him. It took an incredible amount of inner strength, strength that 
the Romans and the crowds could not understand. They knew the power of violence, threats, 
oppression and control. They didn’t understand the kind of power Jesus had, the power to go 
on in the face of terrible suffering, to keep believing that this would all be worth something in 
the end.  
 
Contemporary woman: 
Jesus knows, then, how it feels to be a woman trying to live a happy, dignified life, facing not 
just sexism, but the exhausting burdens of racism and poverty. As Black women, immigrant 
women, indigenous women, and working class women make their way through the world, they 
are confronted over and over again by harmful stereotypes and prejudices that often keep 
them shut out of opportunities. Standing at the intersection of misogyny and other forms of 
bias, they face complex forms of oppression. 
 
Compared to white women and middle class or wealthy women, women of color are more 
likely to be treated like criminals, more likely to have their children removed from the home, 
more likely to struggle to find stable employment and housing. They don’t have access to the 
same kinds of networking opportunities that their more privileged peers have, and they suffer 
for it. 
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Despite these burdens, this lack of help, women from disadvantaged groups find ways to use 
their gifts, to improve their lives and strengthen their communities. A higher percentage of 
Black women are enrolled in college than any other racial or gender group, and more immigrant 
women own their own businesses than women who were born in the US. 
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 3 
Where ever you are found, may we be, may we be, 
Wherever you are found, may we be; 
Wherever you are found in souls and bodies bound, 
Where suffering is found, may we be, may we be, 
Where suffering is found, may we be. 
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Station 7 Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 
Disparity in health care injures women 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
The longer he walked, the more he fell, the more difficult it became for Jesus to see through 
the blood and the dust covering his face. Most of us were watching helplessly, wondering how 
much longer this could go on, how much crueler the soldiers and the onlookers could be. But 
then Veronica stepped out of the crowd. I did not know her very well, but she had followed 
Jesus with us for several months, and she had always seemed so attentive, always making sure 
that everyone in the group stayed together. I had no idea, though, that she was so brave, able 
to calmly step between the soldiers and reach out to Jesus.  
 
She wiped his face carefully, gently, with real love and tenderness. Maybe she was afraid of the 
soldiers and the crowds, but her compassion was strong enough to overcome every barrier.  
 
I know that her presence helped Jesus. She gave him care when he needed it most, and even 
though she could not fix the horrible situation, she was present to him and soothed the worst 
of his suffering. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
I’m so grateful for the doctors and nurses I’ve had who were like Veronica to me. But for me 
and many women, the sad reality is that they are few and far between. For years I struggled 
with muscle pain, fatigue and trouble concentrating, dizziness and headaches and many more 
symptoms that completely wore me out and frightened me. The symptoms impacted 
everything in my life and kept me from so many opportunities. I made countless medical 
appointments, tracked my symptoms, tried to advocate for myself, but I was told, time after 
time, that I simply had anxiety, that it was all in my head. It took many years before attentive 
and perceptive medical professionals finally listened to me, sent me for tests, and diagnosed 
me with epilepsy. For all those years, I was suffering and wondering what was wrong with me, 
why I couldn’t seem to resolve my “emotional problems.” I’ve learned that this kind of 
downplaying of symptoms is common–women are often seen as hysterical instead of being 
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listened to. Sometimes, the results are deadly–one nurse knew a young woman who 
complained of unusual menstrual pain for years and was always told, very dismissively, just to 
take Tylenol. By the time she was diagnosed with ovarian cancer, it was too late to treat her. 
 
This problem runs deep–women are underrepresented in clinical trials for medications. The 
way that different illnesses and ailments affect women is often poorly understood, because 
male bodies are still seen as the norm. Much of women’s healthcare remains heavily politicized. 
It will take many medical professionals as caring and present as Veronica to make this awful 
situation change. 
 

RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 4 
As instruments of peace, may we grow, may we grow, 
As instruments of peace, may we grow; 
As instruments of peace to bring the bound release, 
And make oppression cease, help us grow, help us grow, 
To make oppression cease, help us grow.  
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Station 8 Darkness covers the land 
Climate crisis harms women and children 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: 
After this long walk, after all these little efforts to comfort him, finally, of course, we had to 
watch as Jesus was nailed to the cross. The soldiers raised Jesus on the cross high above us, and 
we watched as he struggled for air and cried out in incredible pain, waiting for death. It was like 
the whole world was shaking and struggling right along with him, not just our group of people 
who loved him, but the earth itself. The sky turned black, the stones shook under our feet, 
nothing was as it had been. We were terrified. Jesus called out to God, and then sighed. It was 
clear: he was dying right in front of us. 
 
Contemporary woman: 
I can imagine what it must have been like to watch the sky turn black, and to know that the 
hopeful future you had in mind is disappearing before your eyes. As the fires and floods caused 
by climate change rage across the planet, it’s incredibly difficult to stay hopeful. That’s 
especially true for the women across the world who make up a high percentage of poor 
communities that depend solely on local natural resources for their livelihood. In many areas, 
women shoulder the bulk of the responsibility for household water supply and energy for 
cooking and heating, as well as for food security. When the water dries up, or when floods 
sweep away familiar terrain, it’s women who suffer the most. 
 
When natural disasters strike, women are less likely to survive and more likely to be injured, 
because they have less access to information, mobility, and resources. Women’s and girls’ 
health is endangered by climate change, too. Extreme heat increases incidence of stillbirth, and 
climate change is increasing the spread of vector-borne illnesses such as Zika virus, which can 
cause serious birth defects.  
 
Our planet is struggling to breathe, struggling to stay alive, crying out for relief from the 
suffering we’re inflicting on it. Our hope lies in learning to listen, like the group of women in 
rural Sudan who formed the first-ever Women’s Farmers Union to improve food security in 
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their communities facing drought and famine, and like the Indigenous women in Nicaragua who 
created seed banks to protect biodiversity, creating sustainable livelihoods that are not 
dependent upon industrialized agriculture. We can learn to follow their example, and to save 
the earth from collapse. 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 2  
As you have shown the way, let us love, let us love, 
as you have shown the way, let us love; 
as you have shown the way, so teach us every day 
to simply be the way of your love. 
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Station 9 Jesus dies on the cross 
Misogyny kills 
 
All sing: Stabat Mater 
At the cross her station keeping, 
stood the mournful women weeping, 
close to Jesus to the last. 
 
Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, 
in the women’s pain untold. 
 
New Testament woman: Jesus, hanging on the cross and very near death, asked his friends to 
consider Mary, his mother, as their own mother. And then, soon after, he finally stopped 
struggling for breath, and said, “It is finished.” Then, before our eyes, he died. [Long Pause] And 
Christ still dies before our eyes today. 
 
Contemporary: Jesus is put to death today in the senseless murders of women. He suffers in 
the agony of domestic violence, which killed 109 women in Pennsylvania last year, including 
Amy Hoffer, from Erie, who was a member of the Saint Paul Cathedral choir, and the mother of 
two boys. Jesus understood her pain and her sense of betrayal when she was killed by a man 
who said he loved her. 
 
New Testament woman: Just before Jesus died, the man on the cross beside him said to those 
taunting him, “Don’t you fear God? This Jesus has done nothing wrong.” He was right, Jesus was 
innocent. And so are these many women killed because of their gender today. But still, the 
crowd watched and did nothing in the face of Jesus’ excruciating pain, his groans and his gasps 
for breath. 
 
Contemporary: And we do nothing, we turn a deaf ear to the cries and wails of the women 
suffering and dying around us. We don’t discuss the five thousand Indigenous women in the 
United States who have gone missing or been found murdered in the last year, many of whom 
are believed to have been killed or trafficked by White men living at “man camps,” while they 
work on mine projects, fossil-fuel fields and construction sites, often located in areas near 
Indian reservations. We don’t listen, we don’t want to hear their cries, we don’t want to know 
about the torture they experience. But Jesus knows their sorrow, and Jesus knows that their 
lives have worth. 
 
New Testament woman: Jesus’ death changed his followers’ lives forever. 
 



Benedictines for Peace and Benedictine Sisters of Erie 
42nd Annual Good Friday Pilgrimage for Peace 

Stations of the Cross with Women Who Walked with Jesus 
Friday, April 15, 2022, 11:00 am 

 

18 
 

Benedictine Sisters of Erie | 6101 East Lake Rd | Erie, PA 16511 | eriebenedictines.org 

Contemporary: Let this epidemic of violence against women change us forever, too. 
 
RESPONSE TO EACH STATION: 
 
Force of Justice, grant me 
anger at what is, 
courage to do what must be done, 
passion to break down the walls 
of injustice 
and build a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
Spirit of Justice 
break open our hearts. 
(excerpt from Mary Lou Kownacki: “Prayer for Charity and a Preferential Option for the Poor”) 
 
HYMN: “Wondrous Love,” Marty Haugen 
Verse 5 
O let us hear your call to be love, to be love, 
O let us hear your call to be love; 
O let us hear your call, Great Servant of us all, 
To be the least of all, as your love, as your love, 
To be the least of all, as your love. 
 


