
Friends and family of the two young men gunned down at this site have already 
gathered here one evening shortly after this July 24th tragedy to pray, to weep 
and to beg for an end to gun violence in our city. We gather with them again 
today, to join our sadness with their grief, and to pray for the courage to move 
from darkness to light and from violence to nonviolence and from hatred to love.  
 
Elijah Jackson and Shakur Franklin died as a result of an absolutely senseless act of 
violence. We don’t know the details of what happened here on July 24th but the 
specifics seem woefully insignificant when weighed against the lives and futures 
of two 16-year-old young men of our community.  Countless lives have been 
disrupted and irrevocably changed by one violent moment. Our families, our 
neighborhoods, our city cannot bear the burden of so much pain, too much 
gunfire, such deep hatred.  
 
Elijah Jackson was always the life of the party, his passion was basketball and he 
enjoyed dancing, music, and fashion.  
 
Shakur enjoyed playing basketball, loved to dance, and was a jokester. 
 
Both were considered loyal, honest, and respectable friends who loved to live 
life.  
 
Both young men leave behind loving parents, large families and many, many 
friends. Our hearts ache with both families and with all their dearest friends who 
all have a most difficult cross to carry.  Our hearts ache, too, as we seek to forgive 
their unknown assailants. Today, in this place, we pray together for the grace and 
compassion to hold everyone involved in this tragedy in our deepest prayers and 
love. 
 
For those who loved them most, and for each one here today, we reclaim this 
space in the name of Elijah and Shakur.  We take back this site, and our 
community, for encounters that are friendly and respectful, nonviolent and 
forgiving.  In reclaiming this space, we also reclaim our better selves.  By standing 
here today, we are saying that violence of any form, for any reason, against any 
life is wrong. By standing here today, we are proclaiming that nonviolence, 
nonviolence in our speech, nonviolence in our attitudes, nonviolence in our 
behavior, nonviolence in our hearts is the only choice, the only just and noble way 
to settle our differences and reconcile our pain.   
 


